From D-Arabinose to the Marine Natural Product Eleutherobin.
Two total syntheses of eleutherobin (1) were published within a short period of time by the research groups of K. C. Nicolaou and S. J. Danishefsky. The broad interest in this marine natural product from the soft coral Eleutherobia sp. is attributed to its ability to inhibit the depolymerization of the microtubuli and thereby prevent the division of cancer cells.